An hypothesis paper on practice environment and the provision of health care: could hospital occupancy rates effect quality?
This paper will explore whether hospital occupancy influences quality of care. It discusses the 'systems' theory of error causation in the context of adverse medical outcomes. It then relates how high occupancy rates may cause problems in hospital systems. The evidence relating to quality of care and occupancy is reviewed. Finally, a new method of studying this relationship using time series analysis is proposed. We conclude that the relationship requires further exploration since revealing 'system' problems may compel clinicians to expose problems medical errors.